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Conclusions and Recommendations 

Agriculture at Deir-Elhatab is based on rainfall. Small farms are subsistence

oriented and most of the production goes for the family consumption. A commercial 

trend is found in larger farms, particularly, those having milking cows or large herds of 

sheep and goats. Women have an important role in the work on farms which allows 

men to work off farms. Agricultural operations, management practices and crop 

productivity are diverse between farms and could likely be improved. The traditional 

extensive farming is the dominating farming system in the village. Milk production and 

reproductive efficiency of animals vary largely between farms and there could be a 

substantial possible improvement through the improvement of management practices. 

Some of the major constraints are : the high feed costs, the poor housing conditions, the 

lack of health management and inaccessibility to some natural pastures and plantations 

due to the presence of an Israeli settlement near the village. It seems important to look 

for cheep feed alternatives to overcome the high feed costs. Olive-cake could be a good 

alternative. This by-product is relatively abundant and can be used up to 20 % to 

substitute barley in the ration of lambs without affecting growth rate and with lower 

costs [l]. Cereal-forage legumes rotation by sowing seeds of forage legumes in fallow 

lands in place of cereal-fallow rotation could improve cereal production and provide 

higher quality forage for grazing animals [ 12]. Meanwhile, research work should 

continue in the future on the farm level. Causes of neonatal mortality in kids and lambs, 

reasons of low reproductive performance, evaluation of pastures and their impact on 

livestock productivity and using feed alternatives constitute important cases to be 

studied in the future. 
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