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Review of the 2003/2004 
citrus season 
A new record, but 
The 2003/2004 season has not been an easy one. Poor weather strongly disturbed the progress of 
the season, especially for easy peelers. However, Mediterranean citrus growers succeeded in 
beating the export volume record set in 2002/2003. With 5 864 000 tonnes, the Mediterranean area 
confirmed its position as the world's leading exporter. The fresh increase undeniably has a 
conjunctural component (poor supplies of competing fruits) but the main reason is the varietal 
innovation strategy implemented in certain countries like Spain and which is beginning to show 
results for both easy peelers and oranges. The picture nevertheless has a dark side. Although 
Western European markets are growing strongly, those in Eastern Europe are marking time after 
several years of strong regular growth. Is the trend conjunctural or structural? Mediterranean 
exporters should ask themselves this question as the equilibrium of expanding Mediterranean 
citrus growing depends to a considerable extent on the evolution of these export destinations. 

Easy peelers 
The quantities exported exceeded 
1.9 million tonnes , approaching the 
record set in 2002/2003. However, 
although Western European markets 
displayed fine growth, those in 
Eastern Europe marked time 
noticeably after several years of 
strong, regular growth. Shipments to 
remote destinations-mainly North 
America-increased but less than 
expected . The scenario was 
precisely the opposite to that of 
2002/2003 when the market 
recovered after a very difficult start 
to the season. The excellent first part 
of the 2003/2004 season resulted 
mainly from the reconversion of early 
varieties in Spain . The quality of the 
clementines supplied in October 
increased considerably thanks to the 
gradual replacement of Marisol by 
Clemenpons and Oronules. 
Furthermore, the volumes available 
were more moderate than in the 
previous year as the new varieties 
did not compensate for the top 
grafting or grubbing up of Marisol. In 
parallel , demand was healthy. On 
the one hand sales were lively on 
the community market even though 
prices were firm. On the other hand, 
exports to the United States, which 
plays a determinant role in market 
balance at the beginning of the 
season, started much earlier than in 
the preceding season. The trend 
then changed completely in 
November. Supplies broadened , in 
particular with the start of a 
generous season for Nules in Spain . 

Furthermore, warmer weather than 
usual for the season and 
considerable rain had a doubly 
negative effect by slowing 
consumption and by affecting the 
keeping quality of a large proportion 
of production in the west of the 
Mediterranean area. In the face of 
this , exporters had to put an early 
stop to shipments to remote 
destinations. The transfer of the 
produce to the EU worsened the 
market situation . Prices from 
November to January were distinctly 
lower than those of the previous 
season but remained at a fairly good 
level. A shake-up in supplies 
resulted in a satisfactory end of 
season. 

Orange 
The excellent performance of the 
orange market was undoubtedly the 
pleasant surprise of the season. 
After years of stagnation, the 
volumes sold on the community 
market displayed two-figure growth. 
Conjunctural parameters (supplies of 
main competing produce smaller 
than normal and transfer of demand 
to oranges after the keeping 
problems of easy peelers) 
contributed to this spectacular 
increase. However, the main 
explanation , as for the easy peelers 
at the beginning of the season , is the 
increase in quantities of Lanelate , a 
new improved variety. The season 
proceeded fairly smoothly, with 
prices remaining distinctly higher 
than last year's from the beginning to 

the end of the season. In contrast
again like easy peelers-shipments 
to eastern Europe stopped 
increasing and even decreased fairly 
sharply. 

Grapefruit 
The season promised to be buoyant 
as supplies were low but it was 
finally sluggish and difficult 
(FruiTrop 114). The average season 
price was at its lowest for four years. 
Faced with dwindling local 
consumption and a depressed 
international market for concentrate, 
Florida operators exported massively 
to the EU, especially as European 
importers had large appetites 
because of the attractive exchange 
rate and the prospect of an excellent 
end of season. The abundance of 
supplies from Florida thus put the 
EU market under pressure, 
especially at the end of the season. 
In this difficult context , the balance 
was patchy for Israel in spite of a 
very good start to the season. 
Turkey, the rising star on the 
community market in recent years, 
experienced its first poor 
performance. 

Lemon 
The season was fairly satisfactory in 
spite of the large Spanish crop. The 
distinct shortfall in Turkish fruits 
enabled Spanish exporters to gain 
market shares in eastern Europe • 
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France - Rrices at import stage 
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Citrus 2003/2004 
Mediterranean production 
(000 tonnes) 

France Spain Cyprus Greece Turkey Egypt Gaza 

Producti on 
Domestic sales 
Industry 
Losses/withdrawa ls 
Export sales 

Production 
Domestic sales 
Industry 
Losses/withdrawals 
Export sales 

Production 
Domestic sales 
Industry 
Losses/withd rawa ls 
Export sales 

Production 
Domestic sales 
Industry 
Losses/withdrawals 
Export sales 

Other citrus . 
Production 
Domestic sales 
Industry 
Losses/withdrawals 
Export sales 

Production 
Domestic sales 
Industry 
Losses/withdrawals 
Export sales 
(1) estimates 

4 172.5 
1 625.9 

427.5 
168.2 

1 950.9 

9 747.0 
4 604.5 
1 865 .1 

390.1 
2 887.3 

2 433.9 
951.4 
457.1 
251 .8 
773.6 

483.5 
52.1 

182.2 
2.8 

246.4 

39.1 
10.5 
22.6 

6.0 

16 876.0 
7 244.4 
2 954.5 

812.9 
5 864.2 

(C()rsica) (1) (1) 

20.7 2 028.7 408.1 111.0 24.5 496.9 82.0 47.1 67 .0 400.0 486.5 
0.2 246.5 207.0 111.0 24.5 301.6 31.0 9.5 32.7 190.1 471.8 

226.0 2.0 167.0 18.0 3.5 1.0 10.0 
1.8 152.9 8.6 4.9 

18.7 1 403.3 199.1 28.3 33.0 34.1 24.7 199.9 9.8 

3 109.7 699 .6 140.0 157.4 1 733.7 117.0 84.7 949.0 1 100.0 1 596.5 59.4 
925.0 461.3 11 8.0 138.9 829.9 60.7 31.4 178.0 806.9 1 046.3 8.1 
499 .0 22.0 816.2 27.0 21.0 258.0 139.0 68.6 14.3 
102.6 0.7 251.5 20.0 15.3 

1 583.1 238.3 18.5 86.9 29.3 32.3 261.5 134.1 466.3 37.0 

1 063.0 25.0 20.1 520.1 17.0 18.6 104.0 430.0 231.7 4.4 
150.0 25 .0 20.1 276 .5 16.0 2.8 39.6 219.9 199.7 1.8 
184.8 224.2 1.0 2.5 3.7 25.0 15.0 0.9 
179.0 45.5 25.0 2.3 
549.2 19.4 13.3 15.2 160.1 14.7 1.7 

31.0 5.0 6.6 233.0 38.8 8.6 153.0 3.0 4.5 
4.6 0.8 20.1 3.0 4.3 15.4 3.0 0.9 

1.5 1.3 143.0 8.0 0.8 24.0 3.6 
0.9 1.9 

28.6 0.4 4.5 69.9 27.8 1.6 113.6 

7.2 23.9 8.0 
7.2 1.3 2.0 

22.6 

6.0 

20.7 6 232.4 1 137.7 251.0 209.2 2 781 .2 457.0 189.2 1 128.6 2 083.0 2 317.7 68 .3 
0.2 1 321.5 697 .9 229 .0 190 .7 1 410.1 129.8 46.7 254.6 1 232.3 1 720.8 10.8 

911.3 2.0 22.0 1 231 .3 189.0 35.0 263.5 198.0 83.6 18.8 
1.8 435.4 0.7 307.5 45.0 22.5 

18.7 3 564.2 437.8 18.5 139.1 138.2 107.5 303.0 607.7 490.8 38.7 
Source: CLAM 
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Citrus - Mediterranean Basin 
2002/2003 - Exports by variety 
(000 tonnes) 

Satsuma 

Clementine 

Mandarin/Wilking 

Ortanique 

Nova 

Others 

Navel/Naveline 

Salustiana 

Shamouti 

Common blond 

Moro-Tarocco 

Maltese 

Sanguinelli 

Other blood oranges 

Verna 

Oval 

Late 

Bitter 

White grapefruit 

Other grapefruits 

Others 

(1 ) estimates 

232.0 

1 190.3 

197.8 

45.8 

173.0 

112.0 

1 572.7 

167.1 

31.2 

86.2 

44.2 

18.3 

7.5 

25.0 

0.2 

10.4 

922.0 

2.5 

77.2 

169.2 

6.0 

129.0 

18.7 937.6 

128.1 

148.8 

59.8 

982.7 

143.0 

20.2 

2.2 

0.2 

432.3 

2.5 

28 .6 

180.3 

8.8 

1.8 

8.2 

13.5 

24.1 

18.3 

22 .8 

177.9 0.2 

0.4 

24.3 

4.0 

9.3 

13.3 

44.2 

7.5 

1.8 

10.8 

4.5 

4.9 

15.1 

13.0 

0.4 

20 .9 

8.0 

10.0 

59.9 

6.0 

~ .. 

24.5 

32.1 

0.4 

1.6 0.2 

234.0 

5.0 

0.9 

31.4 22.5 

27.8 1.6 

103.0 

4.9 

59.1 

6.9 

26.0 

108.9 

4.3 

7.7 

13.2 

4.7 

108.9 

6.6 

3.2 

223.9 

6.0 

47.7 

194.7 31.0 

Source: CLAM 
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