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] ky high' is the first term that comes to

mind on examination of the price of con-
centrated white grapefruit juice that has flirted
with the USD 2 500 per tonne mark in Rotter-
dam since the beginning of April. This is a re-
cord level seen only once since 2000 and only
for two months from December 2010 to January
2011. Is this a solid increase this time? In any
case it results partly from the structural de-
crease of the volumes sent for processing. The
quantities processed world-wide have de-
creased by nearly 25% since 2006-07, the last
season not hit directly by the hurricanes in Flor-
ida. A bottom level of 1.3 million tonnes has
been reached, that is to say a third of world
production.

A structural decrease in Florida
beginning to even out?

The prime reason for this overall decrease is
obviously the continued fall in production in
Florida, the source that controls some 40% of
the juice market. The sanitary and economic
problems faced by the sector have lowered the
quantities processed by this major player by
nearly 280 000 t since 2006-07. If the FDOC is
to be believed, harvests should continue to de-
crease, together with the volumes earmarked
for juice (see box). However, the downward
movement should be less marked than in re-
cent years, especially as citrus canker, which
reduces the proportion of fruits that can be sold
fresh, could play a levelling role. The season
that has just finished confirms this hypothesis:
the quantities processed even increased a little
while production declined.

June 2011 No. 190



Grapefruit juice

3000
2500
2000
1500
1000
500
0

USD/tonne

23/08/2006

Grapefruit -

1800
1600
1400
1200
1000

800

600

400
200
0

000 tonnes

SrS2M R/ IROP

The same trend
among the other
stakeholders

Production also displays

a structural downward

trend among the other
large grapefruit processors.
Israeli producers are refocus-
ing increasingly on the fresh mar-
ket segment that is more profitable. The same
causes have the same effects in Argentina
where a fair proportion of Salta producers are
replacing grapefruit by sugar cane. Finally, al-
though Cuban production has increased after a
period in the mid-2000s strongly marked by
serious hurricane losses, the replanting move-
ment announced is not seen in the still sinking
production figures. Conjunctural decreases like
that of 2010 in South Africa are added to these
structural problems.

L

Brisker demand

The recovery of demand is the other determi-
nant in the rise in prices. The volume sold by
the Florida industry was nearly 17% up on the
preceding season at the end of April. Export
business seems better. Although European
demand is still dull, the Japanese market is
buying again. In addition, the downward move-
ment of sales in the United States has slowed.
This recovery seems to be partially linked with
the return of grapefruit in the formulation of cer-
tain multi-fruit juices as its price is more attrac-
tive than those of certain competing fruits ®

Eric Imbert, CIRAD
eric.imbert@cirad.fr
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World production 3.9 million tonnes
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Waorld imports

759 000 tonnes
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Grapefruit — The 10 leading producer countries Grapefruit — The 6 leading importing countries
tonnes average 2009-10 or 2008-09
Florida 810 000 tonnes 2010
Mexico 428 000 Netherlands 180 436
South Africa 356 000
Turkey 285 000 Japan 174683
Argentina 213 000 Russia 81491
Israel 208 000 Canada 45 428
Texas 201 000
India 190 411 France 39 426
Cuba 143 800 United Kingdom 35984
California 137 000 Sources: national customs
Sources: FAO, CLAM, USDA
tonnes 2004 2005, 2006, 2007 | 2008 2009 2010
1 Total 14316 | 14348 | 18951 | 19797 | 14257 | 11143 8066
G rapefr u It EXpO I’tS Bahamas | 12676 | 13812 | 16 216 | 14420 | 10362 | 7538 | 3162
Mexico | 1567 506, 2687| 5056| 2741 3336| 4608
Israel 56 27 43 220 104 119 123
Others 17 3 o) 101| 1050 150 173
Source: USDA

World exports

759 000 tonnes
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Grapefruit — The 6 leading exporting countries

tonnes 2004 | 2005, 2006 | 2007 | 2008, 2009 | 2010

Total 50 662 | 39 634 | 47 706 | 54 674 | 51 258 | 47 129 | 45 428
incl. total winter 45 992 | 33 456 | 43 482 | 49 415 | 45 541 | 41 465 | 40 327
United States | 41 071 | 30 299 | 38 878 | 44 793 | 40 977 | 38 152 | 37 212
China 598 442 | 1522| 2043 | 2664 | 1913| 1815

Bahamas 712 952 | 1335| 1498 1084 874 396

Mexico| 3510 1623 | 1680 767 512 335 641

Thailand 100 140 67 315 304 192 262

incl. total summer | 4384 | 6048| 4005, 4133| 4912| 5220, 4488
South Africa| 3449 | 5617 | 3828 | 3852| 3993 4589 | 4288
Argentina 244 280 85 281 919 626 124

Chile 691 151 92 0 0 5 76

Source: COMTRADE

tonnes 2009-10
United States 246 865
South Africa 187 056
Turkey 153 000
Israel 84 500
Spain 48 300
Cyprus 25700

Professional sources and national customs
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tonnes 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 | 2010
Total 10113 | 11674 6227 | 12819| 10804 | 11222 | 11816
Mexico| 7986 10267 | 5107 | 11511| 9081 9118| 9816
Argentina| 2127 | 1407| 1120, 1308 1723| 2104| 2000

Source: COMTRADE

These statistics are for grapefruit alone
and do not include shaddock
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EU-27 — Imports — Main supplier countries Japan — Imports — Main supplier countries

tonnes 2004-05 | 2005-06 | 2006-07 | 2007-08 | 2008-09 | 2009-10 tonnes 2005 | 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Total, incl. 378521 | 357941 398 540 | 377 102 | 386 530 | 373288 lotal, incl. 205940 170825 212791 183795 178908 174683
Total N. hemis.* 240230 253170 268974 254 310 273654 271878 TotaI'N. hemis. 103 904 119 347 144 173 129686 | 117 850 127 783
Turkey 42709 80893 52761 42767 64634 75004 United States = 93 335 | 109 341 138 777 | 126 097 113 949 | 124 252

Israel 62612 54453 60849 60898 68502 58 101 Israel | 10418| 9335| 5396) 3589| 3901| 3531

United States | 53077 42911 66275 77089 64548 55132

Cuba 151 671 - - - -
Total S. hemis. 102036 | 51478 68618 54109 61058 46900

ceEln G2 GUD | SROLD D SR B D AT South Africa 96707 48562 64335 49611 57818 44 602
Cyprus | 16967 14832 15133 12521 11880 10617 R miord T a575 1 23162583 4498 32401 2237

HondUI.'as 13169 12340 | 12385 8 820 9478 6 063 Chile 757 599 _ _ _ 61
Mexico 7594 4527 9 834 9304 11600 9167
Cuba 3415 700 5434 0 1276 754
Others 7 987 8514 8 603 5111 5436 9 140

Source: national customs

Total S. hemis. 138291 104 771 129566 122 792 112876 101 410 Other Asia countries — Main markets
South Africa| 97170 72924 90825 86852 88616 78897 TS 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Argentina | 26869 | 17627 23186 24171 14828 9129 Total 19983 18990 | 23 386 | 28 238 24 552 | 33 483 | 33 947
Swaziland | 7197 7210 10085 9260, 6707 9906 China | 13209 12079 |16179 17284 14416 22606 | 23517
Chile 474 2513 959 719 70 363 South Korea| 1760 1532 2251| 5935| 4889 5724 5500
Zimbabwe | 5001| 2227 3556 1409| 1947| 2053 Singapore 4159 4175 3998 4349 4118| 4022| 4000
Uruguay 576 | 2063 775 298 213 140 Malaysia 854 | 1203 958 670 1129 1131 930
Mozambique 919 120 0 0 240 669 Source: COMTRADE
Others 85 87 180 83 255 251
* Extra-Community imports and supply from the main EU producer countries (Spain, Cyprus) /
Source: EUROSTAT Persian Gulf — Main markets
— - - tonnes 2004 | 2005| 2006| 2007 2008| 2009 2010
Other Western Europe countries — Main markets Total 21960 | 32482 | 17 846 | 22 204 | 12 397 | 15000 | 15 000
tonnes 2004 | 2005| 2006| 2007 2008| 2009/ 2010 U. Arab Emirates 011969 0| 9927| 8928 0 0
Total 10388 9281 9068 9796 9506 9880 1333 Koweit | 1775 0| 4575 2806 2219 0 0
Switzerland | 8970| 7956 7641| 8366, 8029 8554 8500 Qatar | 1483 2082 2976 1246 1250 0| 0
Norway | 1418| 1325, 1427 | 1430 1477 1327| 1333 Saudi Arabia | 18 702 | 18 430 | 10 294 | 8 226 § - 0
Source: COMTRADE Source: COMTRADE

Russia — Imports — Main supplier countries
tonnes 2004 | 2005 2006 | 2007 2008, 2009 | 2010
Total, incl. 45164 | 41652 | 49579 | 67 373 | 66 637 | 71 262 | 81 491
Total N. hemis. | 34594 30954 | 37 965 | 45 942 | 44 599 | 52 705 | 56 621
Turkey | 22759 | 18 273 | 26 499 | 28 719 | 32 950 | 38 211 | 43 377
Israel | 11087 | 12192 10846 | 14172 | 8383 |11845| 11978
Spain | 713 411 | 545| 2610 2129 891 691
Morocco 0 58 47 371 441 544 365
United States | 34 19 | 28 71 696 | 1214 209
Total S. hemis. | 10347 | 10220 | 10 766 | 20 490 | 21 120 | 17 963 | 24 316
South Africa| 6691 6212 | 753713085 | 1546315402 | 19 768

Mexico | 55 112 176 941 880| 1004| 2704
Argentina| 3386| 3558| 2583| 4484 3975 691 1025
Swaziland 58 0 109| 345 314| 298| 631
Zimbabwe |  144| 241 285| 1025| 158 481 188
Honduras 12 97 76| 610 330 86 1

Others 223 479 847 940 919 593 554
Source: COMTRADE

Other Eastern Europe countries — Main markets

tonnes | 2004| 2005| 2006 | 2007| 2008 | 2009 6 2010
Total 12182 | 16759 | 22738 | 32400 | 33 956 | 32912 | 32 756
Ukraine | 5753 | 8063 | 11462 | 16391 | 17684 | 17 344 | 17 500

Serbia 0 2083| 3078 4151| 5020, 4569 4255

Belarus| 1636 | 1497| 2350 4675 3959 | 4049 | 4000
Croatia | 2 097 2352 2537| 3087| 2563 2549 | 2446
BosniaHerz.| 1342 1502| 1452 1661, 2093 | 1679 | 1852
Moldavia 556 591 1039| 1570, 1613| 1636| 1703
Macedonia 797 671 1024 | 1086
Source: COMTRADE

photos © Eric Imbert
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