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Since the 80’s, many environmentalist discourses were elaborated at the international level, either in the form 
of technical topics or in the form of vaster concepts like “sustainable development”. Studying the applications 
and effects at the local level of these topics and concepts makes it possible to anticipate, design and apply the 
recent concept of Climate -Smart Agriculture. 
In this poster, we aim firstly to put in perspective the CSA concept with standard technical topics (soil erosion, 
biodiversity loss, and chemical pollution) and concepts (sustainable agriculture) and secondly to identify the 
precautions to be taken so that the CSA concept gives concrete results at a local scale. We wonder which 
conditions are necessary so that a concept has effects on farmers’ practices. 
Costa Rica is a country where the State promotes environmental protection following the influence of 
international concepts; CSA is already present in some leader institutions (such as FAO and CATIE). The 
country, as many countries in Central America, is affected by extreme climatic conditions associated with 
global change. We conducted this research in one of Costa Rica's top coffee-producing areas (Los Santos 
within the Tarrazu area). We interviewed 112 farmers, 24 members of local institutions and used participant 
observation to have a greater understanding of the social processes that lead to changes of agricultural 
practices. 
The findings illustrate that: (i) local actors formulate their environmentalist discourses according to other 
objectives (ii) farmers put in practice environmentalist discourses when they are convergent (iii) divergence of 
discourses opens the door to farmers’ idiosyncrasy and induces instrumentalization, that is greenwashing.  
Experience highlights the necessity to approach the Climate Smart Agriculture concept in a convergent 
manner in order to avoid instrumentalization and inefficiency on the field and to enable conditions for an 
agriculture ready to face climate change and to meet development goals.


