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epistemologies. These theoretical contributions help reinvigorate
and deepen long-standing methodological reflections on
fieldwork practices in the social sciences. In doing so, they open
space for new forms of critical experimentation, especially within
radical participatory research (Godrie et al., 2022).
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Outcome-Oriented Approaches to Develop More Equitable
Research Interventions in a Post-development Context: The
Case of the ImpresS ex ante Participatory Approach for
Intervention Strategic Planning in West Africa

In 2020, CIRAD (the French Research Center for International
Cooperation in Agricultural Research for Development) developed
the ImpresS ex ante approach for intervention strategic planning,
a participatory approach that aims to support transdisciplinary
research groups in building the intended impact pathway of an
intervention and then monitor its implementation. Based on two
case studies in West Africa, this presentation explores the
potential and limitations of this approach for building more
equitable research interventions by ensuring greater
inclusiveness in the framing of issues addressed, objectives and
planned activities, and in their implementation. Drawing on
literature from development socio-anthropology, participatory
evaluation, and critical management, we examine how equity
and power asymmetries are perceived by the actors involved in
these interventions, which actors were most influential in the
overall process, which objects or issues generated disagreement
or negotiation, and which factors hindered the initial ideal of
participation and equity. Overall, this study aims to promote
critical reflection on how to operationalize the decolonization of
research by analyzing if and how management tools used to
plan, monitor and evaluate research interventions can mitigate
power asymmetries.

(University of Dar es Salaam) | Made in
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