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The Okhombe cammun ity in the Upper Thukela 

region rel ies heavil y on the surrounding natural 

resources for their daily l ivi ng. Approximately 4 300 

head of catt le and 2 000 small stock graze in the area. 

lndigenous grasses provide an incarne for loca l 

women through the sa le of thatch and baskets. The 

peop le of Okhombe subsist from the 800 ha of crop 

lands and depend on the avai lable trees for firewood 

and pales. Vill agers rely on water from streams. A 

major concern of the cammun ities in Okhombe is that 

some of the perenn ial streams in the catchment no 

longer flow throughout the year. 

One of the main causes for the decline in natura l 

resources is the increase in land degradation as a 

result of overpopulation, overgrazing, drought and a 

lack of technica l and financia l support. Situated in the 

foot hi li s of the Drakensberg, the land of Okhombe is 

characterized by steep si opes and h igh soi I eros ion. 

There is an urgent need to address the problem of soil 

Joss and reduced water supply. An in tegrated resource 

management plan has been initiated based on land

users needs . 

• Objectives 
1 • En han ce the capacity of loca I institutions in 

Okhombe to manage the ir natural resources 

through the estab li shment of a catchment 

comm ittee 

2 • Invest i gate and eva luate different interventions to 

redu ce rates of land degradation : 

i) agricu lture (e.g. catt le gra zing camps and crop 

management) 

ii) physical structures (e.g. contours, terrac ing, 

gabions), and 

iii) vegetative measures (grassland management, 

tree planting) 

3 • Promote the effective use of technical services to deve

lop sustai nabl e land management practices 

through developing partnerships with other organi

sations. 

• Research and Development 

1 • Oevelop a revegetation action plan 

The reclamation of degraded areas with vetiver grass 

is an altern ative management option for reduc ing soi l 

erosion and decreasing runoff. Vetiver is professed to 

be a good thatching and weaving grass and has the 

potential to provide an incarne for families in the area. 

The feas ib i li ty of establ ish ing this spec ies as well as 

other indigenous and exotic species is being investi

gated. 

2 • Examine ways to increase production of fuelwood 

and pales 

At present there is a cr itical shortage of wood for fuel 

and construction timber. Research into agroforestry 

systems for temperate regions is being canducted. 

3 • Examine options for cattle management 

Research into an innovative approach to rangeland 

management in rural areas is being conducted . 


