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Enlargement of the EU

A panorama of fruit imports by the new
member countries

With less than a month to go before the enlargement of the EU, FruiTrop provides a panorama
of the main fresh fruits imported by the 10 new member countries. The data are the latest
figures recorded by Eurostat and cover the 12-month period running from August 2002 to July
2003. Trade operators who wish to establish a position on these markets will see the strategic
value of this extremely exhaustive coverage that shows very large scope for progress in
certain products. Per capita consumption is some 30 percent lower than in the EU for a fair
proportion of the major fruits (banana, easy peelers, lemon and grapefruit) and particularly
low for oranges and exotic fruits.

emperate fruits (pip fruits,

stone fruits and berries) form

only about a third of the
2 300 000 tonnes imported during
the period in question. A good
number of these countries, and
especially those in the centre of
Europe, sometimes have substantial
production of this type of fruit (Poland
will be one of the three largest apple
producers in EU-25).

Citrus and bananas head
the list

Banana clearly dominates the range,
alone forming more than 25 percent
of the total quantities imported. But at
7.3 kg, per capita consumption is still
30 percent lower than in EU-15. In
spite of this scope for progress, there
does not seem to be an upward
trend: the quantities imported started
to fall in 2000 (cf. FruiTrop 96) and
the trend has been confirmed and
even amplified. The volume imported
during the period covered was thus
down to approximately 550 000 t.
This trend should be considered for
calculation of the quota to be
reserved for the 10 countries
concerned.

Citrus fruits also play a leading role
in the range with imports at about
800 000 t. However, as for banana,
particularly large scope for increase
is observed, in particular for orange
where the 4.5 kg per capita
consumed today is hardly a third of
the level recorded in the EU. The
difference is less marked for the
other citrus fruits but is still some 30
percent. The gap is tending to close

for easy peelers thanks to the
gradual broadening of the range of
late hybrids. Consumption of lemon
and grapefruit is very high in Poland,
the Czech Republic and Slovenia but
extremely low in the Baltic countries
and Hungary.

Melon, a strategic fruit for a large
proportion of EU importers in the
coming years, is already well
represented on the eastern
European market. It even maintains
an astonishing third place, with
Hungary being the main supplier.

The family of exotic fruits must be
sought right at the bottom of the
classification, in which pip and stone
fruits—mainly from neighbouring
countries—are in the middle.
Volumes of pineapple, the leading
exotic, total less than 10 000 t for the
period in question (less than 130 g
per capita). Avocado does not do any
better with less than 2 000 t. The
other exotics are hardly represented
at all.

Poland,
leading importer

The countries with the largest
populations are obviously at the top
of the list. Poland leads, followed by
the Czech Republic and Hungary.
However, other factors such as
income also play major roles.
Slovenia thus imports double the
volume per capita as Poland, whose
GDP is much smaller (40 percent of
the per capita GDP in the EU against
70 percent in Slovenia). Conversely,
the countries that come last in
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Exotics

economic terms, like Estonia and
Latvia, are large per capita importers
for lack of local production. Here, the
range is based mainly on the
cheaper produce such as pip fruits
from neighbouring countries.

The southern hemisphere
is little represented

There are few surprises in the list of
major supplier countries. Bananas
are shipped mainly from South
America and citrus fruits from the
Mediterranean. Florida grapefruit is
only found in Poland. Out-of-season
market origins are under-represented
for obvious economic reasons. Very
modest quantities of pip and stone
fruits are imported from Argentiha,
Chile and South Africa. New Zealand
is practically unknown, even for kiwi.
Likewise, the volumes of southern
hemisphere citrus fruits are modest,
except for lemon from Argentina B

Eric Imbert, CIRAD-FLHOR
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Imports and exports of fresh
fruits in 000 tonnes
and per capita

Czech

Lithuania

Poland

Republic

Import 000 t.

Import kg per capita

Export 000 t.

Export kg per capita
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POLAND — Fruit imports — In tonnes

Period:
August 2002
July 2003

Source:
Eurostat

Total, of which 881 312 239 366 122855 121456 119300 101044 67 360 37 783 33485 19293 9388 4169 2457 1709 743 618 287

Argentina 666 875 3 21634 297 51 1474 - - = o 0

Panama 29387 29214 - - 164 - - - - - - - 8 “ % >
Turkey 23 801 - 2336 217 3593 6 106 154 2 11357 - - - - - 1 1 37
Colombia 23361 23349 - - - - - il 6 - - - 3 - - 2 -
South Africa 15 631 - 688 3 641 2 495 5492 73 4011 - 298 570 7 - 245 91 16

ugoslavia - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Ukraine 3816 - - 10 3078 - - - 16 - 119 - - 592 - - -
Israel 3744 - ] 1 25 - - - 3330 - - - - 7 361 17 1
Uruguay 3138 - 1197 547 - 1052 - - 294 - 48 - - - - - -
Brazil 2882 18 230 335 1220 3 606 - - - - 1 15 - 1 329 125

Cote d’lvoire 1037 165 - - - - 1 - - 4 4 - 859 -1 3 =
Egypt 747 - - 741 - - 1 1 - - - - = 4 " o
New Zealand 726 - - - - - - - - 724 1 - - 4 & 5 =
Zimbabwe 634 - 11 526 - - - - 97 - - - - A = a &
Thailand 487 - - - - - - - 2 - - - 479 - - 6 -

290 2 E 3 6 23 18 5 s - 230 4 = A = 4
270 2 = 2 2 2 1 1 - - 28 237 3 =S I
Iran 250 - - - 247 - 2 1 - - - - - o - =
Russia 219 - - - - - - - - - 219 - - = a CH
Ghana 216 - - - - - - - . - = - 200 = - 15 -

Australia 114 - - 54 - - - - 40 - 19 - - " - -
Romania 101 - - - 62 - - - - - 39 - s . " -
UK 95 20 - 21 21 12 - 17 - - - - 4 - - a
Mexico 83 - - - - - - - 14 - - “ - " - 44 24
Kenya 83 - - - - - - - - = . & - - 83 =
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CZECH REPUBLIC — Fruit imports — In tonnes

Period:
August 2002
July 2003

Source:
Eurostat

Total, of which 450 219 107 083 81300 61306 50562 35977 32074 30654 20741 10560 7400 4792 3555 2690 1084 270 170

Ecuador 28 219 28 168 3 - - - - - - - - - - 20 23 - 4

Panama 21542 21397 96 23 - - = - - 23 - - - 4 - = =
Costa Rica 18 854 18 381 249 14 - - 1 7 - - - - - 194 7 - -
Turkey 14 142 - 2556 547 6774 - - 194 1498 2573 - - - - - - -
Cyprus 11 531 - 1233 2694 3388 - - - 782 3435 - - - - x A ¥

Chile 4788 - 2 - - 796 191 2756 - - 529 514 - - - - -
Netherlands 4419 - 51 34 39 3917 123 44 42 3 1 128 16 2 9 1 -
Belgium 3935 20 9 2 5 3135 6 6 - - 15 409 313 1 14 - -
Brazil 3468 152 1247 502 208 - - 534 12 - - - - 24 678 - 1M1
Cote d’lvoire 3442 1458 18 - - 2 - 1" - 1 - - - 1950 3 - =

Bulgaria 1410 - 1410 ¢ ‘ . . - # s = = 5w = om m

Honduras 1337 961 173 - - - - - - 89 - - - 108 6 - -
Uruguay 1154 20 - 195 5563 53 - - 327 - - 7 - - - - -
Peru 1073 873 - - 83 - - 105 - - - - - - 10 1 -

724 152 411 - 34 - - - - 124 = - « 2

Belize 210 210 - - - - - - - = 4 % * & A = -

Thailand 191 s 2 2 = 5 5 5 2 2 2 = - 170 18 - -
Ukraine 178 : . : - - 121 - = = . = 57 . 2 = =

Ghana 177 28 - - - - - - - - - - - 149 - - -

Kenya 46 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 46 -
Namibia 32 - - - - - - 32 - & @ A # ¥ 5 . =
Croatia 30 - 21 - - 9 - - - < & - & s 5 - 5
Guatemala 29 - 6 - - - - - - N 4 - s & 22 - .
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HUNGARY — Fruit imports — In tonnes

Period:
August 2002
July 2003

Source:
Eurostat

Total, of which 209572 73873 58692 25850 15239 8135 6341 6228 5684 4136 2788 1419 841 152 114 80 0

Panama 10208 10192 - - - - - - 16 " = = » = " . ®
Turkey 7 406 - 119 1782 3238 - - 113 301 1824 - 25 - - - 4 -
Costa Rica 6 262 6215 - - - - - - 30 - - - 17 - = = =
Céte d’Ivoire 4210 3502 - - - - - - - - - - 708 . = 2 =
Cameroon 2571 2571 - - - - = = = ¥ - # % % = 4 &

Honduras 894 859 - - - - - - 29 - - - 6 = = E -
Cyprus 717 - - 265 25 - - - 40 368 19 - - - - % =
Brazil 715 480 - - 6 - - - 90 - - - - 80 58 1 -
Chile 595 - - - 18 60 5 1 - 167 - - - 1 - -

Croatia 119 - - - - - - 119 - - - * - * e " -

Germany 97 38 - - - - 20 38 - - - - ” * » » s

Egypt 94 = 45 - - - - 1 30 - = 18 = = - -

Jordan 94 - - - - - - - 94 s 4 0 = = 2 & 5
hR 90 38

(o3

Antigua & B. 61 - - - 61 " i ” - - » - . 3 s o

Israel 61 - - - - - - - 16 19 - 2 - - 2 22 -
Morocco 37 - 7 - - - - - 18 - - 12 - s = 5 2
Ghana 28 - - - - = = = = = & - 28 - = s 8

Iran 27 - - - - - - - 27 = = = & = " = =

United States 16 - 3 - 1 - - - - 4 - 1 4 - - - -
Moldavia 15 - - - - - = 15 - 5 - - % - " = %
Zimbabwe 13 - - - - - - - - 12 - 2 . 2 " - "
Swaziland 1 - - - - - = = @ 1 2 " % - s . .
Malaysia 10 - - - - - - - - = = o = 10 = s
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SLOVAKIA — Fruit imports — In tonnes

Period:
August 2002
July 2003

Source:
Eurostat

Total, of which 178452 50071 30730 23571 20003 19068 9635 7807 5487 5412 3351 1523 1022 355 229 125 62

Hungary 13 004 - 182 - - 12053 - 532 - 236 - - - = & u <
Greece 11 050 20 - 6867 301 1223 386 875 189 1012 170 - - 2 - - 6
Cyprus 8028 - - 2467 1289 813 719 - 2719 - - - - - - 21 -
Panama 7 866 7 862 - - - 4 - - - - % i & " s " 5

Belgium 22

Brazil 1444 534 - 458 45 126 78 - - - - 26 - 135 18 =
Yugoslavia 1122 - - - - 1121 - - - 1 - - - - - - -
Cote d’lvoire 980 241 8 - - - - 1 2 - 4 - 721 - 2 - -

Macedonia 930 - - - - 930 - - - - = & 3 2 x = "

ameroon

Uruguay 282 5 31 143 - 78 - 6 - = = - " » & %
Peru 233 214 - - 3 - - - - - - . 5 & 15 4 _
Egypt 211 - - 59 98 48 - 2 - - - ® = 4 " & 5

Honduras 151 65 - - - 27 - - 53 - - - ] - 1 - -

Swazﬂand 36 - - - - - - - 36 - - - - - - - -

Pakistan 36 - - - 36 - - - ~ = 4 2 & g - B e
Thailand 34 - - - - - - - - - - - 33 - - - -
Israel 31 - - - - 3 - - 4 - - - = = 1 1 21

Ghana 29 - - - - - - - - - - - 29 - - - -

Bulgaria 10 - - - - - 10 - - - - - - - - - -

Kenya 9 - - - - - - - = & . % @ 1 & 8
Belize 8 8 - - - - - - # = # 5 4 & & = =
India 8 - - - - - - 8 - - = = @ % % = a
Nicaragua 8 - - " & 4 - - - - - - - . 4 % %
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ESTONIA — Fruit imports — In tonnes

Period:
August 2002
July 2003

Source:
Eurostat

Total, of which 59561 13142 10750 10048 6758 4102 3900 3429 2901 1831 1289 672 381 248 60 37 12

Costa Rica 3 542 - 72 3377 - - - - - - - - 1 92 - - -
Italy 3485 462 226 - 50 1618 47 174 422 2 11 472 - - - - -
Netherlands 3284 1537 106 - 61 109 144 1058 71 22 131 38 5 - - 2 -
Panama 2 367 - 36 2331 - - - - - - - - - - - - -

M

Germany 809 809 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Argentina 692 39 - - 129 46 63 99 8 - 249 1 59 - - - -
Egypt 685 - - - - 56 626 - 2 /2 - - - - - - -

Turkey 681 - - - 217 83 1 27 - 101 - 194 - - - -

LATVIA — Fruit imports — In tonnes

Period:
August 2002
July 2003

Source:
Eurostat

Total, of which 100472 23067 20300 15629 10039 8433 5519 5317 4459 3113 1755 1185 647 599 207 163 40

Italy 7 846 1399 407 - 864 162 2926 457 33 8 1571 - 21 - - 7 -
Hungary 7 595 7193 - - - - - 348 - - - - 54 - - =,
Ukraine 4941 3861 - - 301 332 - 120 16 249 - 43 - - - - 19
Turkey 2569 40 - - 870 546 - - 512 - 249 - - - - -

G

Thailand 116 - » & 4 o o " - . _ _ - 116 K _ B}

April 2004 — No. 111 — page 15



CLOSE-UP
EU - NEW MEMBER COUNTRIES - FRUIT IMPORTS

SLOVENIA — Fruit imports — In tonnes

Period:
August 2002
July 2003

Source:
Eurostat

Total, of which 96015 31214 17869 10614 10505 6733 6311 4772 1974 1676 1552 1309 930 259 154 115 29

Yugoslavia

Turkey 3348 - 35 1449 817 18 - 9 187 - - - - -9
Argentina 2478 - 107 2 69 7 1449 48 - 728 53 16 - - - - -
Croatia 2149 - - 348 1785 - - - 1 - - 15 - - - - -

South Africa 1535 = 658 - 12 8 165 272 - 50 287 12 12 - 25 35 -

Bosnia Herz. 442 - - 141 - 283 - - - 3 - - - 15 = « "

Chile 438 - - - - 12 1 129 212 38 - 41 5 = = 4 %
Cote d’lvoire 319 - 1 3 - - - & 4 - 3 - 312 = 1 . "
Egypt 306 # 303 - - - 1 1 - - - - - 1 5 s %

Cameroon 303 303 - - - o - . . * o 5 = 5 o " 5

MALTA — Fruit imports — In tonnes

Period:
August 2002
July 2003

Source:
Eurostat

Total, of which 26 139 7074 6844 6785 1500 1412 716 650 477 160 155 129 98 20 43 3 3

Argentina 1148 437 7 - 444 159 3 6 32 16 1 - 4 40 - - -
France 592 536 - - 24 - - 1 31 - - - - " - - “
Brazil 513 305 60 - 26 - 6 - - 2 87 - 24 1 - - 2
Chile 483 264 - - 33 - 124 85 5 1 - - - - - - -
New Zealand 384 258 - - - - - 127 - - - E % = . = =

Netherlands 122 90 5 - 6 5 - 2 2 - - 5 4 2 - 1 -
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LITHUANIA — Fruit imports — In tonnes

Period:
August 2002
July 2003

Source:
Eurostat

Total, of which 127932 36664 23776 19984 12991 11658 6620 4016 3581 3403 1784 1504 782 592 220 192 164

Italy 7 489 817 73 = 471 359 3761 5 708 57 11 1229 - - - - -
Ukraine 4988 - 4776 - - - - - - - - - 212 - - - -
South Africa 2834 145 - - 191 996 919 57 39 114 297 - - 1 34 - 42
Russia 2719 - 2635 - - - - - - - - - 83 - - - -
Greece 2157 - 187 - 89 1225 291 2

Belgium

Honduras 1008 - 22 984 - - - - s " 3 “ a = - o "
Egypt 849 - - - - 788 53 - = - - - 7 = = < =
France 722 532 2 19 20 - - - 35 101 12 - - - - - -
Chile 651 60 - - - - 408 - 27 11 - 144 1 1 - - -

Uruguay
Panama
Cyprus

Pakistan

CYPRUS — Fruit imports — In tonnes

Period:
August 2002
July 2003

Source:
Eurostat

Total, of which 6019 2644 1148 846 731 302 155 82 60 37 13 0 0 0 0 0 0

Austria

180 180 - - - - = E E L = w = 2 s % -
France 151 150 s g & % # & p & - » a 5 _ " ”
Panama 148 - - 148 a & - “ = @ " ” " " e -
Netherlands 129 25 80 - 15 2 6 1 - - 1 - - w » a .
South Africa 83 - 2 19 - 8 39 13 3 - - - - - S = -
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