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European banana market 
Stable supplies in 2004 
EU-15 banana consumptioh in 2004 was practically identical to that of 2003, i.e. 4.1 million 
tonnes. The ten new member-states accounted for between 460 000 and 567 000 tonnes for 
the full year. The quotas for third countries-ACP or not-were used to the full. 
lntracommunity trade changed the situation considerably and made it difficult to examine the 
supplies shipped to EU-25. lt is nonetheless true that the enlarged EU is the world's leading 
banana consumption zone, way ahead of the United States. En largement set aside, the market 
shares of the main types of origin were respected. When enlargement is included, the 
presence of dollar origins increases considerably and per capita consumption decreases. 

The 2004 banana year was 
marked by a major event-the 

enlargement of the European Union 
to include ten new member states 
(NMS) on 1 May. The latter were 
awarded an independent annual 
quota of 460 000 tonnes (300 000 
tonnes for the last eight months of 
2004 ). The EU-15 countries still 
operate using the system reformed 
following the EU-USA and the EU­
Ecuador agreement of 2001 . The 
supplier countries share two quotas: 
one of 2 653 000 tonnes for ail third 
countries and one of 750 000 tonnes 
reserved for ACP countries. 

Analysis of the supply of the 
European banana market is 
complicated this time by the 
enlargement during the year and also 
by the import rules specific to the ten 
countries concerned. lndeed, in order 
to ensure the continuity of import 
flows into the NMS, the 300 000 
tonnes allocated in 2004 are 
released for free circulation in these 
states alone. Whereas an import 
certificate issued in EU-15 can be 
used anywhere in EU-25, this is not 
the case for those issued in the ten 
countries. They are only valid in 
these countries. These bananas can 
only circulate freely in the whole of 
the EU after customs clearance in 
one of the ten . 

EU-15: great stability 

No large changes were made to the 
supply structure of the European 
banana market in 2004. Not counting 
the effect of enlargement, gross 
supplies to EU-15 totalled 4 166 770 
tonnes (Eurostat). This is nearly 
50 000 tonnes more than in 2003, 
that is to say a minor increase of 

hardly more than 1 %. Exports and re­
exports, which had been practically 
nonexistent in 2002 and 2003 (less 
than 8 000 tonnes), leaped to 52 000 
tonnes in 2004. This results from 
trade with the NMS. The quantities 
must now be considered as intra­
community movements. The net 
supplies finally total 4 114 739 
tonnes. This is within a few tonnes of 
the figure recorded in 2003 and a 
new absolute record. 

The market shares of the different 
types of origin remained the same as 
in 2003 overall. Community and ACP 
bananas each account for 18% of 
supplies to the EU . Bananas from 
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non-ACP third countries supply 64% 
of market requirements. These 
percentages have been stable since 
1991 if weather problems are set 
aside. 

ln 2004, three-quarters of im~orts 
from third countries were shipped by 
four Latin American couritries: 
Ecuador (23%), Costa Rica (22%), 
Colombia (20%) and Panama (9%). 
Then corne the two large Africari ACP 
exporters: Cameroon (8%) and Côte 
d'Ivoire (6%). Cameroon has 
conserved its position as fifth largest 
supplier in spite of an 11 % fall in its 
exports to EU-15. With shipments to 
the EU down by 7% in comparison 

Banana - EU-15 - Market share 
African & Caribbean ACP 



Banana - EU-15 - lm orts 

Tonnes 2003 

Ecuador 1 081 624 992 502 
Costa Rica 794 487 840 012 
Colombia 795 248 762 913 
Panama 379 163 367 763 
Cameroon 298 492 262 053 
Côte d'Ivoire 207 420 210 850 
Dominican Rep. 111 948 101 337 
Belize 73 806 80 292 
Brazil 49 962 52 689 
St. Lucia 32 520 42 872 
Jamaica 41 775 28 660 
St. Vincent 20 911 23 962 
Venezuela 12 092 22 604 
Surinam 0 19 262 
Honduras 18 653 18 407 
Dominica 10 494 12 167 
Peru 5 706 9 809 
Mexico 1 037 6 890 
Guatemala 2 087 2 153 
Bahamas 730 1 629 
Ghana 945 1 621 
Source: Eurostat 
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two years, Suriname (about 15 000 
tonnes) returned to the European 
market thanks to a plan for the re­
launching of banana growing. The 
minor origins include Peru, whose 
performance was very good (9 200 
tonnes, + 71 %), specialised in the 
export of fair trade or organic 
bananas (see FruiTrop 123 pages 4 
and 5). 

NMS: notas simple as all 
that 

with 2003, the Dominican Republic is 
nonetheless still the seventh largest 
supplier with a 3% market share. 
Belize performed very well, 
increasing exports by 9%. Brazil's 
rocketing increase of the past few 
years slowed and its exports to EU-
15 stabilised at less than 50 000 
tonnes. The Windward Islands (St 
Lucia, St Vincent, Dominique and 
Grenada) increased exports to the 

EU by 23% to slightly Jess than 80 
000 tonnes after a disastrous 2003. 
The hurricane that hit Jamaica last 
autumn led to a decrease of a third in 
banana exports to Europe, with a 
total of less than 30 000 tonnes. lt 

Analysis of the supplies to the NMS 
is a very complicated business. 
Processing the data provided by 
Eurostat shows net supplies in 2004 
varying from 460 000 to 567 000 
tonnes, depending on the calculation 
method used. The differences result 
from the counting-doubtless 
approximate-of flows of bananas 
between EU countries before and 
after 1 May 2004, the date of 
enlargement. The data for the first 
four months of 2004 are integrated to 
make the calculations easier and to 
gain an annual view of the situation. 
lt is thus seen that NMS imports from 
third countries totalled 459 150 
tonnes and that only 4 757 tonnes 
were re-exported to other countries 
outside the EU, such as Switzerland, 

1989 698 925 

1990 710 635 

1991 695 402 

1992 711 191 

1993 646 242 

1994 584 622 

1995 658 206 

1996 684 605 

1997 810 537 

1998 786 232 

1999 729 303 

2000 782 176 

2001 767 268 

2002 790 622 

2003 754 216 

2004 747 707 
(1) 

' was followed by two origins that 
showed excellent scores: Venezuela 
(22 600 tonnes, + 89 % ) and 
Honduras (17 800 tonnes, + 65 %). 
After a poor period lasting for nearly 
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(1) 1988 to 1993 inclusive: Eurostat + European Commission data for Madeira and Greece. From 1994 onwards: supplementary aid data. 
(2) Cameroon, Côte d'Ivoire, Somalia, Cape Verde , Madagascar, Belize, St Lucia, Jamaica, Dominica, St Vincent, Grenada, Surinam. 
(3) Eurostat data: all imports from non-community and non-ACP countries. 
(4) Duty-paid bananas (released for free circu lation) in one of the EU member countries and then exported outside EU-15. 
General note: before 1994: dessert bananas +plantains/ From 1994 onwards: dessert bananas. Before 1995: EU-12 / From 1995 onwards: EU-15. The 
study concerns extra-community import data for ACP and dollar bananas and re-Bxport. The rules of ope ration of the common market organisation of banana 
(1993 version) have been applied to the data from 1988 onwards in order to give comparable results . Publication of the results in the supplement to lnfo 
Banane 2005 published by CIRAD-FLHOR for ODEADOM. 
Source: Eurostat (CD ROM sup 2-1997, sup 2-2002 and 4-2005), European Commission/ Processing: CIRAD-FLHOR Market News Service 
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Serbia, etc. Things become 
complicated when intra-EU tracte is 
examined. The data 'hesitate' with 
regard to the figures for the bananas 
entering the NMS via EU-15, ranging 
from 45 759 tonnes to 128 160 
tonnes! The same is observed for 
exports from the NMS to EU-15 with 
the figures being from 15 668 tonnes 
to 39 914 tonnes. 

Belgium: 
the European point of entry 

Only nine of the 25 member-states 
import more than 100 000 tonnes of 
banana per year from third countries. 
Two of these are NMS-Poland and 
the Czech Republic. Belgium 
remains the main EU point of entry 
for bananas. The Belgian ports 
handle nearly a million tonnes of 
bananas from third countries each 
year. 

Belgium is the re-exporting country. 
Germany, France and ltaly are also 

Banana imports by member stâtes 
in 2004 - EU-25 

Czech Rep. 97 507 _ _ , __ , 
Note: third-country bananas including ACP 
Source: Eurostat 

ro O N v m ro O N V 
ro m m m m m o o o m m m m m m o o o 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ N N N 
Note: before 1995 EU-12, then EU-1 5, from 

2004 EU-25 / Sources: Eurostat, FAO 
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Others 
3 066 332 t 

67% 

ACP 
785 182 t 

17% 

hubs for the European banana 
market. Germany and Belgium are 
the two main intra-community 
suppliers of the NMS. 

European consumption (EU-25) 
totals 10.1 kg per capita per year, 
down by 0.7 kg in comparison with 
2003 (EU-15). Not counting 

enlargement, consumption remained 
the same as the preceding y_!:)ar. 
According to Eurostat and allmNing 
for the disparities mentioned ab.ove, 
consumption in the NMS is from 6.2 
to 7.6 kg per capita • 

Ba nana - EU-25 supply - 2004 

Legend 

7 538097 t 
1 538694t 

If~ lmports, exports & re--exports 

u::::::>- Supply of community bananas 

11 ..... Trade between EU-15 and the NMS 

Community bananas 
Canaries, Martinique, Guadeloupe, 

Madeira, Greece & Cyprus 

Rest of the world 

+ lntra-EU trade between EU-15 states or between NMS 

39 9 74 t l lta lics: data based on EU exports 
15 668 t Bold: data based on EU imports 
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Denis Loeillet, CIRAD 
denis.loeillet@i:;irad.fr 

Source: Eurostat, Cîrad 
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Banana - EU-25 - Trade in 2004 (tonnes) 
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