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In comparison to other rainforests around the world, the pressure on biodiversity is 
comparatively low in the Congo Basin. But land use intensification and climate change 
are poised to increase the rate of forest loss. The changes to the landscapes and the 
development pathways that the Congo basin will follow will result from the complex in-
terplay of ecological, economic and social drivers. To account for this complexity and to 
represent it in models of land use and forest cover change, we analyzed the existing lit-
erature in search of the current direct and indirect drivers of deforestation in the Congo 
Basin forest and in Cameroon and Gabon specifically.We identified and documented the 
following direct drivers of deforestation: (i) the expansion of agriculture - either family 
farming or agribusiness; (ii) the extraction of timber for commercial timber (iii) the de-
velopment of infrastructure leading to the opening up of forested land and populations, 
and (iv) the mining industries, a driver so important in the future of the forests of the 
Congo Basin that it warranted a category on its own. The underlying causes mentioned 
in the literature relate to (i) the economic factors such as the demand for environmen-
tal resources in local and global markets and the need for national income; (ii) the 
technological factors allowing more cost-efficient timber removal; (iii) cultural factors 
like the perception of the forest as a frontier for development and an important source 
of economic income for populations and decision makers alike ; (iv) institutional fac-
tors like the informal taxation system on logging for the domestic markets; and (v) the 
demographic drivers such as the increased local densities resulting from migration and 
the demographic transition. In doing so, we refine and expand the framework proposed 
by Geist & Lambin in 2002 and adapt it to the Central African context.
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