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Session 1

Linking sustainable production and enhanced  
landscape governance in the Amazon:  

towards territorial certification (TerraCert)

Pablo Pacheco1, René Poccard-Chapuis2, Isabel Garcia-Drigo3,  
Marie-Gabrielle Piketty4 and Marcelo Thalês5

Supporting summary

This project provides tools and knowledge to support local public and private actors in the transition 
towards more sustainable agricultural production (beef, milk, grains, timber, pepper, fruits,etc.), and 
natural resources conservation, through enhanced landscape governance in the “Green Municipality” of 
Paragominas, State of Pará, in the Brazilian Amazon. This research will foster innovative partnerships 
between the public and private spheres and help integrate production options within the cattle, timber and 
agricultural sectors, small and large farmers. Ultimately, this project aims to reduce deforestation and 
greenhouse gas emissions through the development of more intensive production and nutrient recycling.

This project supports multi-stakeholder dialogue at municipal and state levels, also leading to greater 
social inclusion. Local multi-stakeholder platforms will receive data, analysis and options needed for 
more informed policy decision-making. The research will also facilitate knowledge exchange between 
local stakeholders and public agencies at state and federal levels, as well as business platforms supporting 
sustainability in the Brazilian Amazon.

The project will:
• Assess the strengths and weaknesses of the “Green Municipality” to support low-carbon cattle 

ranching in the context of broader trends towards more sustainable agriculture.

• Conduct assessments of the economic and technical performance of different innovative production 
systems and their potential to support sustainable ranching and other systems and practices,which 
will help to realize food security and mitigation targets.

• Establish a monitoring system to analyse agriculture and landscape dynamics with a focus on land 
use change, production efficiency, eco-system services, and socio-economic benefits.

Expected Outputs
• Municipal multi-stakeholder platform

• Identification of low carbon cattle ranching practices with documentation based on literature review 
and field observations

• Experiments in demonstration farms and local dissemination actions

• Reference guidelines on best economic and technical production systems and practices

• Spatial database including biophysical and socio-economic information, and identification of missing 
information and strategy to complete and manage the dataset

• Monitoring system for assessing land use, production efficiency, eco-system services, and socio-eco-
nomic benefits, and trade-offs
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• Analysis on the “Green Municipality” model to support transitions to sustainable beef cattle and 
landscape management and ways forward

• Public-private arrangement to advance sustainable cattle beef and agricultural production under a 
territorial-based certification system

Expected Outcomes
• Develop improved technical and institutional options for the expansion of sustainable beef cattle 

ranching in the Eastern Amazon within a broader transition to more sustainable agriculture.

• Develop a monitoring system combining GIS tools and social control (peer to peer), like an alterna-
tive to the actual top-down system.

• Develop a multi-stakeholder platform in Paragominas agreement on a road map and common social, 
economic, and environmental targets to support sustainable beef production, within broader perspec-
tives on agricultural development.

• Improved land-use and local development planning, thanks a higher integration between agricultural 
activities and environmental conservation, a better consensus between social groups.

Expected Impacts
• Increase the territorial security, and restore his attractivity for investors of private and public sectors. 

The direct and indirect benefits of this security and attractivity, are a new way to incentive local actors 
for improving their practices, in terms of production, conservation, governance.

• Direct engagement in participatory action research with municipalities’ agricultural and environ-
mental decision makers, linked to state and federal level public agencies, will support adjustments of 
jurisdictional policy.

Partners

The Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) is leading the project. CIFOR is working with 
Agricultural Research for Development (CIRAD), Brazil’s Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, and 
Food Supply (EMBRAPA), Museum Paraense Emilio Goeldi (MPEG) and public administration of the 
Municipality of Paragominas and Redenção in the South of Pará State.
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Welcome to AC&SD 2016  
On behalf of the Scientific and Organizing Com-

mittees, it is a great pleasure to welcome you to the 
International Conference on Agri-chains and Sustainable 
Development (AC&SD 2016). This conference aspires to 
widen the debate about the role of agricultural value  

chains towards sustainable development. Year 2015 was a critical political and 
diplomatic milestone: the member states of the United Nations signed a new agenda 
for development, with the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) placing sustai-
nability at the core of international efforts. Development and academic actors are  
since then exploring new avenues for translating the SDGs into reality and imple-
menting global and local frameworks and partnerships. Our conference aims at  
joining these efforts, with the consideration that agricultural value chains form  
spaces where local and global challenges to sustainability connect and within which 
local and global actors experiment and negotiate innovative solutions. 

The scientific committee has assembled a very attractive program for AC&SD 2016 
that seeks to cover and confront the diversity of realities behind agri-chains, from 
localized chains, embedded in specific places, to global value chains. In the parallel 
sessions, transformations of these agri-chains and their connections to sustainable 
development will be discussed by speakers from the academia, the civil society, 
the private sector and decision makers. This multi-stakeholder perspective will 
also be brought about in the plenary sessions. Here, world renowned keynotes and 
panelists to three high level round tables will discuss about the role and importance 
of evaluation, public and private institutions and innovations at different scales for 
transforming agri-chains towards sustainability transitions. 

This edition gathers about 250 participants from 39 countries. AC&SD 2016 owes a lot 
to the scientific and organizing committees for preparing the program, and particu-
larly to Brigitte Cabantous, Chantal Carrasco and Nathalie Curiallet for all the logis-
tics, as well as to our support team of Alpha Visa that we warmly thank for their help.

We wish us all a fascinating, successful, inspiring and enjoyable AC&SD 2016 and 
we very much look forward to its result and to the strengthening of both a scientific 
community and a community of practice to implement the outcome!!

Estelle Biénabe, Patrick Caron and Flavia Fabiano,
Cirad Co-chairs AC&SD 2016
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