SP5-01 Surveillance and Control of cassava diseases in Africa -
International meeting results in Pan-African cassava disease

‘ network

Lett Jean-Michel’, Roux-Cuvelier Michel®, Azali Hamza Abdoui’, Atta-Diallo Hortense?, Beach
Larry®, Brouchoud Henri', Brugidou Christophe’, Cuellar Wilmer®, Delatte Héléne’, Dintinger
Jacques®, Djikeng Apollinaire’, Duval Marie-France®, Ethel Malika’, GowdaMaruthi’, Jouen
Emmanuel’, Koebnik Ralf'°, Koita Ousmane'!, Kone Daouda®?, Kouassi K. Nazaire®®, Kpemoua
E. Kossi'*, Kulakow Peter'®, Kumar Lava®, Legg James®, Offei Kouame®’, Okogbenin
Emmanuel®®, Onyeka Joseph®®, Poussier Stéphane®, Quain D. Marian?!, Rakotoarisoa
Jacqueline?®, Robéne Isabelle!, Rwomushanalvan®, Sagnia B. Sankung®*, Sangaré
Abourahmane?, Sseruwagi Peter?®, Tiendrébéogo Fidéle?’, Vernier Philippe®®, Verniére
Christian’, Winter Stephan?®, Zacarias Anabela®, Zinga Innocent®?, Verdier Valérie®’, Reynaud
Bernard®, Fauquet Claude®

1) CIRAD, UMR PVBMT, Péle de Protection des Plantes, F-97410 Saint-Pierre, La Réunion, France ; 2) Université des
Comores, Moroni, Union of Comoros ; 3) Université Nangui-Abrogoua, Abidjan, Céte d’lvoire ; 4) Washington DC,
USA ; 5) IRD-LMI-Patho-Bios, Quagadougou, Burkina Faso ; 6) CIAT, Cali, Colombia ; 7) BecA-ILRI, Nairobi, Kenya ; 8)
CIRAD-UMR AGAP, Montpellier, France ;9) NRI, University of Greenwich, Greenwich, UK ; 10) IRD-UMR-RPB,
Montpellier, France ; 11) University of Bamako-LBMA, Bamako, Mali ; 12) Université Félix-Houphouet-Boigny,
Abidjan, Cote d’lvoire ; 13) CNRA, Abidjan, Cote d’lvoire ; 14) ITRA, Lomé, Togo ; 15) lITA, Ibadan, Nigeria ; 16) IITA,
Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania ; 17) University of Ghana, Accra, Ghana ; 18) AATF, Nairobi, Kenya ; 19) NRCRI, Umudike,
Nigeria ; 20) Université de la Réunion-UMR-PVBMT, St Pierre, France ; 21) CSIR-CRI, Kumasi, Ghana ; 22) FOFIFA,
Antananarivo, Madagascar ; 23) ASARECA, Entebbe, Uganda; 24) FAO, Libreville, Gabon; 25) CORAF/WECARD,
Dakar, Sénégal ; 26) MARI, Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania ; 27) INERA-LMI-Patho-Bios, Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso; 28)
CIRAD-DGDRS, Montpellier, France; 29) DSMZ, Leibnitz, Germany ; 30) INIA, Maputo, Mozambique; 31) Université
de Bangui, Bangui, Centrafrique ; 32) IRD, UMR-RPB, Montpellier, France; 33) GCP21, CIAT, Cali, Colombia.

* lett@cirad.fr, Registrant ID# 3345

* michel.roux-cuvelier@cirad.fr, Registrant ID# 3346

Cassava is the most important vegetatively propagated food staple crop in Africa. Even if its
vegetative propagation through stem cuttings has many advantages, it also represents its
Achilles heel. Pathogens are passed from one generation to the next and can easily accumulate,
threatening cassava production. Two viral diseases are currently considered to be the greatest
global threat to cassava production in Africa. Faced with the gravity of this situation, 43
scientists from African national and regional institutions and international agricultural research
centres met in Saint-Pierre, La Réunion Island from 10 to 13 June 2014, to contribute to the
surveillance and control of cassava diseases and pests that threaten the food security and
livelihoods of millions Africans. The main action was to consolidate and develop a global
alliance against cassava diseases in Africa and a strategic action plan with several international
initiatives for the coming years. Firstly, the establishment of a Pan-African Cassava Surveillance
Network (PACSUN) with an interactive website and an International Cassava Transit Site (ICTS)
in La Réunion. Secondly, the development of diagnostic technologies to better identifying
viruses, bacteria and vectors, and a comprehensive educational and training plan to support all
these activities.
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