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Dynamic of rubber production in Northeast Thailand; a case study
at Subsomboom village, Doonsard sub-district, Kranuan district,
Khon Kaen province
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ABSTRACT: This research aim to study changes in rubber production and farmers’ practices at Subsomboon village,
Doonsard sub-district, Kranuan district, Khon Kaen province since the promotion of rubber plantation. Data were
collected by using literature review, semi-structured interview (SSI) with Key-informants (KIs) using sub-topics and
interviewing with a sample of 30 accessible rubber farmers using a closed ended questionnaire. It was found that
rubber production in the area could be divided into 3 periods including the first period: Beginning of rubber cultivation
(1992-2003) farmers started rubber plantation with government support for the production inputs and knowledge,
the second period: Rubber booming (2004-2011) where the area of rubber dramatically increased mostly by farmer’
s own investment and partly supported by the government and the third period: Declining of rubber (2012-present),
when limited expansion of new rubber area was farmers own investment and no rubber replanting in some farms.
Moreover, the study found that there are different practices among farmers at each period showing the adaptation of
farmers in their plots according to the situation of family condition and rubber production in each period.
Keywords: Change, rubber production, practices
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Figure 1 Dynamic of rubber production in Subsomboon village, Doonsard sub-district, Kranuan district, Khon

Kaen province. Production area is taken from field survey in 2016 by interviewing with Kls and questionnaire.

Rubber price of unsmoked sheets no.3 at current prices is taken from Office of Agricultural Economics in 2016
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Table 1 Comparison of practices in rubber production of farmers in Subsomboom village, Doonsard sub-

district, Kranuan district, Khon Kaen province during 1992-present

Timeline cultivation 1st period 2nd period 3rd period
Farmers’ practices 1992-2003 2004-2011 2012-present
Rubber clone + RRIM600 + RRIMB00, RRIT251, + RRIM600, RRIT251,

others (non-identified)

others (non-identified)

Source of planting

materials

* ORRAF(mostly), private

nurseries

* ORRAF, private

nurseries (mostly)

* Private nurseries

(mostly)

Period of planting

* Beginning of rainy

* Beginning of rainy

* Beginning of rainy

season season season
* The end of rainy season  * The end of rainy season
lately lately

Spacing 2.5x6m. 2.5x6m. 3IX7m.

3x6m. 3x6m. 3.5x7 m.

4x6m. 25x7m. 4x8m.

25x7m. 3x7m.

3.5x7m.
Intercropping Cassava, pine apple, Cassava, chilly, peanut, None
(Immature stage) sunn- hemp, corn, sugar pigeon pea
apple, banana
Intercropping/ Associated Pineapple, banana Pineapple, N/A
plants (Mature stage) coffee coffee
Fertilizer
: TyﬁEdfG‘MIZH Chemical, manure Chemical, organic, manure  Chemical, organic, manure
: FIH]HLydfG‘MIZH 2-3 times 2-3 times 1-3 times
E‘ZﬂiCEﬁm(times/year)
Weeding Plowing, hand mowers Plowing, hand mowers, Plowing, hand mowers,
herbicide herbicide

Tapping system
- leghdthecut 1/28, 1/38 1/28, 1/38 1/28
- Tapprg frequacy di2, 243 2d3 2d3
Type of product Rubber sheets Rubber sheets (stop in Cup coagulum

2012), cup coagulum

Market

Rubber co-operative and
private collectors in other

province

Local buying point :private
collectors, local rubber
co-operative and farmers

group

Local buying point :private
collectors, local rubber
co-operative and farmers

group

ORRAF = Office of the Rubber Replanting Aid Fund, N/A = Not available
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