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Granhiaue 1 « Rénartition doc rulturec Torroir do Farcha Ator 1004.1995,
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Les variétés de sorgho repiqué, en provenance du Nord-Cameroun,
furent rapidement adoptées par les habitants de Farcha Ater, en raison
de leur adaptation aux irrégularités des saisons pluvieuses d’une part, et
de la facilité de leur mise en culture d’autre part. En effet, la nature argi-
leuse des sols concernés par cette culture et la faible exigence des sor-
ghos berbéré font que les cultivateurs ne pratiquent pas les jacheres. Les
parcelles sont donc relativement fixes, ce qui supprime les défrichages
successifs imposés par la culture itinérante.

Les parcelles de berbéré sont tributaires de I'inondation, et sont donc
liées aux cuvettes présentes sur le terroir. Elles sont au nombre de dix,
défrichées a partir de 1930. Les photographies aériennes de 1971 et de
1974 montrent que la mise en valeur de ces cuvettes a été accélérée a la
suite de la sécheresse de 1971-1972. C'est a partir de cette époque que
le berbéré a pris le pas sur les cultures pluviales.

La disparition des arbres, suite aux coupes intensives et a la mortalité
naturelle liée aux épisodes secs récents, n’a pas supprimé pour autant les
Quelea quelea, qui ont éloigné leurs dortoirs. lls sont les premiers & por-
ter préjudice au berbéré, et peuvent occasionner plus de 30 p. 100 de
pertes s'ils sont nombreux. Le nom du village montre encore I'importan-
ce des mange-mil attirés, par la culture du berbéré, qui constitue actuel-
lement [a base alimentaire et commerciale du village.

La carte du parcellaire de Farcha Ater montre la trés nette prédominance
de la culture du sorgho de décrue, qui représente 85 p. 100 des superfi-
cies cultivées du terroir {tableau 1). Les variétés de berbéré sont issues de
croisements entre le Sorghum durra et des S. caudatum, S. caffra, S. ele-
gans, ou S. bicolor. lls sont mis en pépiniére au mois d’aolit, et repiqués
apres quarante jours dans les parcelles libérées par la crue, entre sep-
tembre et novembre. La récolte intervient en janvier ou février.

Tableau I : Assolement 1994-1995, terroir de Farcha Ater. Enquéte : C. RAIMOND
contomheo 1004 & aveill 10081

for agriculture and carry a discontinuous field layer of mainly annual
grasses including Schoenefeldia gracilis, Chloris prieurii and Cenchrus
biflorus. In Farcha Ater the clayey depressions are used uniquely for
‘berbere’ cultivation.

The village has 81 families in 41 compounds and comprises 385 inha-
bitants. All the families are of Arab descent and belong to the Walad
Abu Issa lineage, who are in the majority and to which the village head
belongs, and the Salamat lineage. Farcha Ater is in the canton of Mani
whose head is a Kotoko sultan. Its proximity to the Afrouk canton —
one of the few in Chad and Cameroon having an Arab majority
(BouQuET, 1992)— allows the Arab head of this canton, who is also a
Walad Abu Issa, to have jurisdiction in purely Arab matters.

The village is built round a large central area where animals are kept at
the begining of the rainy season. Compounds consist of the houses of a
father and his married sons. Polygamous families have one house for
each wife which contains the marriage bed and the kitchen. Large
sheds of straw protect animals from insects in the daytime during the
wet season. Open sheds are used to protect the harvest at the end of
the rainy season and the only granaries are the underground ones used
for storing ‘berbere’ during the dry season. This is a relic of the razzia
times when one was obliged to bury everything that one possessed. In
the dry season livestock are collected in enclosures in the individual
compounds using material from the central area and some of that
which separated the individual compounds.

The structure of the village thus changes and is based on the former
nomadic life style. Stock are kept near the house whose round form is a
reminder of the original nomadic tent. The small amount of investment
in its construction allows it to be abandoned easily.

The immediate area near the village is used for grazing goats and sheep
and the aureole of village fields has disappeared due to a lack of thorny
material with which to construct the ‘zeriba’. Cultivated areas are thus
found far from the village and the area where the animals are kept.

‘Be « ¥ cultivation as a major village activity

Farcha Ater means the plain of the Sudan Dioch (Quelea quelea) as it is
named after the dense population of this bird which used to settle on
the numerous trees available before the 1970s. Aerial photographs
taken by the National Institute of Geography in 1950 clearly show a
dense woody cover on both the upland sandy areas and the more or
less flooded depresions. The description of the local environment by
the oldest people in the village also includes a variety of wildlife.
Elephant, lion, giraffe, gazelle, ostrich, hyaena, jackal and Guinea foul
abounded in the area. The only crops in those days were rainfed millet
and sorghum enclosed by a thorny ‘zeriba’ on an area which was culti-
vated for 4-5 years before being left to fallow.

‘Berbere’ sorghum from northern Cameroon was rapidly adopted by the
Farcha Ater people partly because it was independent of climatic
constraints to some degree and partly because it was easy to cultivate.
The clay soils used for this type of agriculture and the undemanding
nature of the crop mean that there is no need of a fallow period. Fields
are therefore more or less permanent and do not need the successive
clearing that is required under a bush fallow system.

‘Berbere’ relies on flooding, however, and its field are thus found in the
lower lying basins. There are ten of these in the village area and these
have been cleared since 1930. Aerial photographs from 1971 and 1974
shows a rapid spread of this system of cultivation following the drought
of 1971/1972 and it is from this period that ‘berbere’ cultivation beca-
me more important than rainfed cropping.

The disappearance of trees due to excessive use and natural mortality
resulting from the recent dry periods has not resulted in the disappea-
rance of Quelea quelea which have simply moved their night roosting
area to some distance from the village. They are the major pest of ‘ber-
bere’ and can result in a 30 per cent reduction in yield if they are very
numerous, this representing a major loss for what is the main staple and
commercial product of the village.

A map of the cropping pattern at Farcha Ater clearly shows the domi-
nant role of falling flood sorghum cultivation which occupies 85 per
cent of the total cultivated area (table 1). The ‘berbere’ varieties used
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