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Preface

Lucia Marisy Ribeiro de Oliveira, Julien Burte, Eduardo Martins, Jean Luc Battini

Analyzing public policies for agriculture and rural territories and their adaptation 
to the semi-arid Northeast conditions is a necessity and methodological chal-
lenge. For the French-Brazilian Network for Sustainable Development in the 
Northeast Semi-arid (ReFBN), studies in this area are particularly relevant.

This collection brings together contributions that fall within the framework 
of the first specific objective of ReFBN: “to promote scientific and technical coop-
eration between Brazil and France for the resilience of semi-arid socio-ecosystems 
in the face of climate change.”

This book addresses the theme through a series of case studies that illus-
trate the complexity of the framework of public action for adaptation to climate 
change and its diversity in the agricultural sector.

These case studies, therefore, bring a double enrichment.
First, regarding knowledge, the analyses offer insights on different aspects of 

public policies for adapting agriculture to climate change and drought by analyz-
ing their construction, the role of institutional actors, and their first effects.

Second, regarding methodological, various approaches from the human and 
social sciences are  mobilized. They draw on various theoretical frameworks from 
agronomy, anthropology, political science, economics, geography, and sociology. 
These approaches show and illustrate various critical analysis processes and mon-
itoring of the instruments and mechanisms of public action.

The richness of the analyses presented here reflects the work of a group of 
authors from different countries and academic specialties. Most have coordinated 
their research in the framework of the Public Policies and Rural Development 
Network in Latin America, associated with the publication of this collection.

The Franco-Brazilian Network for Sustainable Development in the North-
east Semi-arid (ReFBN) and the Embassy of France in Brazil are very pleased to 
support this work. We are sure it will significantly contribute to the reflective 
dynamics and the interdisciplinary cross-fertilization of views on the role of poli-
cies to build sustainable rural territories in the semi-arid North-East.


