P Does history matter? Weeds, power, and value chains In a watershed Iin Martinigue
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Introduction T 1946 : A false agrarian reform:
The recognition of power relations, conflicting self-interests, w%w“& The state t.hen _bought land, In thg form of a credit _retroc_essmn._ And thls_ land was th_en dls_trlbuted to those who worked the_land. For_large
and potential inequalities over time, is a first step towards W owners, this will be an opportunity to release their capital which was immobilized in agriculture, to turn to more economlca!ly profitable
. . . . e sectors. However, the plots are expensive and the cost of labor too. There are therefore few solvent buyers, so the owners will sell to the
sustainable and responsible value chains. In this paper, we %= gtate with short -term credit conditions. This capt f th | dded by the | is still k today, based hi k sch
focus on a 44 km2 watershed in an Island in the French West — . o pture of the vaiue added by the arge OWners 15 st . at work today, base on t S WOTK SChEmE,
Indies, Martinique. - M”\m"’“" namely the large owners holdln_g the caplt_al tha_t manages large farm_s. I—_Ience the Interest o.f Io.oklng at. the courses less In taking these large
Al '”Mm o TE ::.i"\»« owners, namely market gardening. Especially since the added value is higher, and can be distributed differently
Mat & Methods: the Galion watershed et e e Added value/active for each types
. o SP4:50 000
We focus on a 44 km2 watershed in an Island in the French 20000
West Indies, Martinique. This watershed concentrates 12000

different competing value chains, different power relations,
different access to factors of production, and different
business models. The elements in common between the ..
stakeholders are the geographical location, the constraints of
stringent norms and standards towards less dependence on [
synthetic pesticides, and a strong attachment to the island.
We Interviewed 54 farmers In vegetable, sugarcane,
breeders, arborists and banana production.
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Results: the challenge of labor P000 ' SP7-a X oL
Vegetable farming in Martinigue dates back some 60 years, and was defined In opposition to banana SP1-b _E '
and sugarcane crops (Chauleau, 1973; Larose, 2015). We used the following variables for the 2000 SP1-a breeders.
typology: the hourly wage, dailly employment, full time equivalency, unit time equivalency 0 o
(Signarbieux, 2022). 0 2 a 6 g 10
: : : : Agricultural surface/active [ha]

Tab. 1 Typology of the 24 vegetable farmers in the Galion watershed. Source: Signharbieux (2021). . . L .

y y - g T e - J : ( ) Fig. 1 Added value In the watershed of the Galion, in Martinique. Source: the authors

ISt CIASS. econd ciasslification Ird Ciassliftication rospects - -
13 2SUAEETER (B8 Food crops Formal medium farms, family labor Low income: decline CO”CIUSlOnS and perspecuves
SIRTEETEGI G Food crops Formal small to medium farms, paid Low income: decline New alliances between the different stakeholders should be based on

“ . labor . | - | | 1) higher farm-gate prices to small farms In order to influence the opportunity costs in favor of new certification schemes, 2)

3l AEICNIE Diversification Formal medium farms, mechanized Medium income, livestock: rise investments in human capital among extension services, 3) Accessibility to small mechanization, thanks to higher and better

2]y | dlyearsold Zﬁgiﬁgﬁm ‘;ﬁggr’ne“\’%t“k’ Formal small farms, family labor Medium income: rise targeted subsidies to small vegetable farms in order to reduce the current transaction costs to access the subsidies. Supply

2 | LRTEEELEE Vegetable farm and off-farm Formal small farms, mechanized Medium income: rise chains could not only compete for natural resources, including land, but also for labor.

5 income | N . . ——
. m - ] - - el References: Chauleau, L. (1973). Histoire antillaise: la Martinigue et la Guadeloupe du XVlle a la fin du XlXe siecle; élements d’histoire antillaise (E. Gros
P g m ila.rﬂln Crelc()let _r|1.for:ma farms, S;elglcor?s;:mptloril t :lclJV\;]lpcome..relsment Desormeaux).; Larose, G. (2015). L’ histoire de la Martinique des Arawaks a l'abolition de l'esclavage (la Savanne des Esclaves).; Signarbieux, O. (2022).
"., s - !C S IE] e !g velbls tias iz lole nllc el !g !ncome. r!se Développement agricole sur le bassin versant du Galion en Martinique : Une histoire de la captation de la valeur ajoutée par des tiers au détriment des petits,

= WERTEE  Niche market High value tree crops niche market High income; rise

memoire de stage, (AgroPariTech).
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