Cognitive dissonance in value chains: the case of the veaetable sector in Martinique
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Fig. 2 Marketing channels of local fresh vegetable production (excluding
tubers, excluding farmer organizations). Source: AGRESTE reports since
2012.
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Introduction

The literature about sustainable development emphasizes cooperation and participatory
approaches as a major, if not a necessary, prerequisite for sustainable development.
Therefore, if cooperation is necessary for sustainable development, it is not so much the
assessment of the complexity of a value chain in itself which matters most, but the quality of
the interactions between its stakeholders. Consequently, the quantitative and technical
aspects of value chains should be analyzed through their contribution to the quality of the
interactions between their stakeholders. Cognitive dissonance is one of the means to analyze
the quality of interactions. We applied it to the domestic vegetable value chain in Martinique,
a small island in the French West Indies.
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Fig. 1 The vegetable dependency ratio of Martinique
compared to the other European Countries (in green) and
several West Indies islands (in blue). Source: Eurostat
(2020), FAOSTAT (2020), online statistics and (AGRESTE,
2015).
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Cognitive dissonance can be defined as the state of 1 st
especially as relating to behavioral decisions and - '_;_
attitude change. Recognizing the importance of M‘i’"“

| | | j -y G disorganization of the vegetable supply side, which is disunited and fragmented into direct selling and supermarkets, and 2) a
for th_e SUCCESS of coope_ratlon N beha_moral and el o e corresponding divergence of economic interests and business models between local markets and supermarkets (Varenne and Parrot,
cognitive sciences (Fontaine and Fontaine, 2011).
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\ formation of the agricultural
> Martinique (AGRESTE, 2021).
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Nb Full time eq. Working hours

policies

Conclusion

Social and political dissonance

Public policies promoting Vegetable farming butlow paid  recipient of stimuli.

jobs: income dissonance

Recognizing the importance of cognitive dissonance is a first step for effective alliances.
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