


environmental services. The stability 
and resilience of these functional 
communities to climate change 
and altered land-use patterns are 
studied in different Mediterranean 
and tropical soil-climate conditions, 
in collaboration With national 
agricultural research centres and 
universities in developing countries. 
These experimental approaches are 
closely associated With a modelling 
approach devoted to formalizing 
biological and biogeochemical 

processes that govern soil-plant 
interactions and to predicting flows in 
agroecosystems. 

The UMR is based in France 
(Montpellier) and in several tropical 
countries in West Africa (Senegal, 
Burkina Faso), Central Africa 
(Congo), Madagascar, Southeast Asia 
(Thailand) and Latin America (Brazil, 
Costa Rica). The main agroecosystems 
studied include cereal and legume 
cropping systems, and tree crop 

stands for forestry (eucalyptus and 
maritime pine), agroforestry (coffee) 
and latex (natural rubber) production. 

Annual and perennial legumes are 
introduced and managed in mixed­
species stands under a range of 
different soil-climate and agricultural 
conditions, especially in low input 
systems .... 
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