


• The 'Design of cropping systems' 
(CONSYST) team develops 
methods for assessing existing 
systems and designing new ones 
on the basis of the agroecological 
principles presented above, in given 
socioeconomic and biophysical 
contexts. 

These teams work with a 
technical and engineering team 
('Cropping systems, modelling, 
experimentation' ) to produce 
indicators, models and tools, in 
partnership with development 
organizations and companies. 

In temperate agroforestry conditions, 
agroforestry plots located in a station 
for long-term experimental studies 
(Vezenobres, Restinclieres, France) 
are compared with agricultural and 
forestry control plots. In this work, 
the unit supervises other research 
and development teams. 

In integrated viticultural systems, 
cropping systems that provide 
environmental services are tested at 
the Domaine du Chapitre (Herault, 
France) . A long-term experiment 
on low-input cropping systems 
will be set up in collaboration with 
the Domaine viticole de l'INRA 
(Bordeaux, France) and development 
partners (Institut Franr;ais de la Vigne 
et du Vin, inter-branch professions) . 

For tropical agroforestry systems 
(farmers' and experimental plots 
in Costa Rica and Cameroon) , the 
research platform in partnership 
(PCP) Agroforestry Systems with 
Perennial Crops in Costa Rica has 
formalized relations with the Centro 
Agron6mico Tropical de Investigaci6n 
y Ensefzanza and various Central 
American institutions. The PCP 
'Grand Sud Cameroun' associates 
several CIRAD research units with the 
Institut de Recherche Agricole pour le 

Developpement, and the Universites 
de Dschang et de Yaounde 1 .  

The Association Franr;aise 
d'Agroforesterie is the unit's major 
link with agricultural development 
for field transfer of research 
knowledge. The UMR also benefits 
from the Montpellier research 
network based project 'Towards a 
federative research on modelling 
and simulation platforms' and that 
of the Record project to facilitate 
exchanges within an international 
network on the integrated modelling 
of agricultural systems. Moreover, a 
European partnership initiated by the 
unit as part of the Seamless project 
(integrated assessment of agricultural 
systems) is now firmly established in 
an association with the same name, 
which will provide a framework for 
new initiatives with the Universities 
of Wageningen and Bonn. • 




