


Socioecosystem adaptation 
and transformation 

Since 1994, the research unit 
Management of Renewable 
Resources and Environment 
(UR GREEN - CIRAD) has been 
investigating-in a systemic and 
interdisciplinary way-the role of 
ecosystems and the environment 
as a development sustainability 
factor. The unit provides knowledge, 
methods and tools to gain insight 
into ecological and social systems 
(i.e. socioecosystems [SES]). It 
focuses on different resources 
(water, forests, land, fisheries, 
etc.), which it studies on different 
scales-from village to region and 
sometimes to the country level, from 
areas delineated by social dynamics 
(pioneer front areas) to ecosystems 

(watersheds, forest ecosystems, 
etc.). It spurs cross-disciplinary 
analyses on biodiversity, land, land­
use changes, arbitration between 
conservation and usage, as well as 
access and types of appropriation of 
natural renewable resources. 

The unit conducts research on all 
continents in association with many 
scientific communities in developed 
and developing countries. Although 
its headquarters are in Montpellier 
(France), the team is highly involved 
in studies in West Africa, the Indian 
Ocean region, Southeast Asia, and 
more recently in Central America 
and Brazil. 

One of the unit's research 
priorities concerns adaptation 
and transformation. The aim is 

to determine how a society in its 
environment, i.e. an SES, perceives 
given disturbances. This involves 
studying, through a set of concepts 
and tools, how the society prepares 
and reacts. 

GREEN's research includes analyses 
and factors involved in modifying 
nature-society interactions within 
SES-changes in viewpoints and/ 
or knowledge and/ or practices, 
power games, network mobilization, 
socioeconomic and environmental 
processes.••• 




