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& Parquet Congress 2023
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19.30     Meeting at the Renaissance hotel reception for departure by buses 

20.00-24.00  Visit, group picture, welcome drink & FEP Gala Dinner at Hospital Sant Pau

FEP General Assembly
& Parquet Congress 2023
Barcelona - 15 & 16 June

15 JUNE 2023



09.00   Welcome address by Javier Hervás, ANFP Chairman  

09.10   67th FEP Extraordinary General Assembly

    Opening by Lorenzo Onofri, FEP Chairman

    Report by Isabelle Brose, FEP Managing Director
     • Minutes of the FEP General Assembly 2022
     • Activity report of the Secretariat 
      incl. activities of the FEP Technical Committee & Real Wood ad hoc Group
     • Financial report 2022
     • New FEP Statutes
                            •    Election of Chairman and Board members 
     • Budget 2024
     • Report on specific EU matters
     • Market situation for parquet
     • Date and place of the next General Assembly

10.30   Networking coffee break sponsored by BONA

11.00      47th FEP Parquet Congress

    Focus on North American flooring markets 
     • Michael Martin, President & CEO NWFA
     • Frederic Jacques, Manager, Hardwood and Flooring QWEB

11.40      Focus on sustainability
     • What is at stake in the building and flooring industry? Tarkett’s sustainability journey 
      Arnaud Marquis, Chief Sustainability and Innovation Officer, Tarkett
     • Sustainable Floor Renovation and Reducing Environmental Impact 
      Kirk Roberts, Senior Vice President, Strategic Development, BONA

12.40      Presentation by associated member: DOMOTEX 

13.00      Lunch

14.00      Key-note Speaker - Massimo Roj, CEO Progetto CMR

15.00     New Marketing Study results 
     • Thierry Meerschaert, Senior Client Director, Human8

15.50     Trendsetting 2024 
     • Alberto Massimo, Sales Manager Europe - Division Industrial Coating, Bona

16.10      Networking coffee break sponsored by BONA

16.40      Focus on Wood Raw Material
     • Update on wood availability & market trends 
      Jean-François Guilbert, FrenchTimber
     • Tropical Wood
      Jean Gérard, CIRAD/ATIBT

17.20     Closing remarks & end of the meeting

19.30     Get-together dinner on Renaissance Barcelona Hotel’s rooftop “Goja” sponsored by 
DOMOTEX

10.00-16.00  Guided tour “FOLLOW THE TRACES OF GAUDI” 
     for Accompanying persons sponsored by Heidelberg Coatings
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SUMMARY: From 50,000 to 100,000 plant species produce wood to a greater or lesser extent 
(small perennial plants, shrubs, lianas, etc.), including some 25,000 tree species from which 
boards can be made, with a diameter of over 10 cm. In Europe, 25 to 35 temperate timber 
species are (more or less) used against 40 to 80 tropical species (more or less regularly). From 
100 to 120 tropical species are imported. Worldwide, “several hundred" timber species 
involved in international trade but the total number of timber species consumed is very 
difficult to estimate. The use of tropical timber must respect 3 basic principles: timber of legal 
origin, timber sustainably managed and from eco-certified systems. Moreover, a basic 
technical principle has to be taken into account: the right wood in the right place (Le bon bois 
au bon endroit in French); there is no such thing as good woods or bad woods, only woods 
with specific characteristics adapted to specific uses. The main comparative / discriminating 
advantages of tropical woods for wood flooring are: (1) natural durability, i.e. resistance to 
decay (for exterior uses) and resistance to insects; (2) physical and mechanical properties 
(specific gravity and hardness); (3) stability (determined from saturation point of the fibres, 
tangential shrinkage, radial shrinkage, ration between tangential shrinkage and radial 
shrinkage); (4) long / large / thick sawn wood clear of  defects for high recovery; (5) wide range 
of colours, figurations and appearances. For decking and exterior applications, two main 
properties are to be taken into account: resistance to decay (class 1 or 2) and stability. 
Information and technical data on tropical timber are available in the Tropical Timber Atlas 
and in the website Tropix. 
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A Wide Range of Tropical Timber Species 
Suitable for Wood Flooring



The biodiversity of tropical forest:
some figures (1)

* From 50,000 to 100,000 plant 
species produce wood to a 
greater or lesser extent (small 
perennial plants, shrubs, lianas, 
etc.)

* Including some 25,000 tree 
species from which boards can 
be made (diameter > 10 cm)



The biodiversity of tropical forest:
some figures (2)

In Europe:

✓ 25 to 35 temperate timber 
species are (more or less) used.

✓ Around 40 to 80 tropical 
species (more or less regularly) 
used.

✓ From 100 to 120 tropical 
species are imported.



The biodiversity of tropical forest:
some figures (3)

Worldwide

✓ “Several hundred" timber 
species involved in 
international trade

✓ Number of timber species 
consumed?



Basic principles for the use of tropical timber 

Use tropical wood



✓ Timber of legal origin

✓ Timber sustainably 
managed

✓ Eco-certification

Angelim rajado (S Am)



Another basic technical principle for using 
tropical (and temperate!) timber

Le bon bois au bon endroit

The right wood in the right place

There is no such thing as good 
woods or bad woods, only woods 

with specific characteristics 
adapted to specific uses 

Louro faia (S Am)



Comparative / discriminating advantages of 
tropical woods (1)

✓ Natural durability:

o Resistance to decay (for exterior uses)

o Resistance to insects

✓ Physical and mechanical properties

o Specific gravity and hardness

✓ Stability

o SPF, St, Sr, St/Sr
Akossika (Af)



Comparative / discriminating advantages of 
tropical woods (2)

✓ Long / large / thick sawnwood clear of  
defects → high recovery

✓ Wide range of colors, figurations and 
appearances Pau roxo (S Am)

Tento (S Am)

Eyong (Af)

Ebiara (Af)

Coconut (!)
Awoura (Af)



Resistance to dry wood borers:
beetles / termites 

Class D beetles and class D termites
Afromosia Ipé Muiracatiara Pau rosa

Bété Iroko Muirapiranga Pau roxo

Bilinga Makoré Mukulungu Robinia

Bubinga Macacauba Niové Tatajuba

Difou Maçaranduba Okan Wacapou

Doussié Moabi Ovengkol Wengé

Iatandza Mora Padouk ,,,

Class D beetles and class M termites

Awoura Chestnut Niangon Oak

Class S beetles and class S termites
Abura Aningeria Avodire Beech

Cherry wood Quaruba Ramin ,,,



Hardness (Monnin)

Class of hardness

Very hard (> 9)

Alep

Azobé

Cumaru

Difou

Eveuss

Maçaranduba

Okan

Tali

Hard (> 6)

Afrormosia

Bangkiraï

Doussié

Merbau

Moabi

Muiracatiara

Mukulungu

Niové

Medium (> 3)

Andiroba

Andoung

Awoura

Basralocus

Bossé

Oak

Dabéma

Beech

Soft (>1,5)

African Mahogany

Ako

Aniégré

Dibétou

Spruce

Eucalyptus

Meranti Light Red

Okoumé



Stability

Levels of stability

Stable

Ayous

Bilinga

Bossé

Cumaru

Ipé

Difou

Doussié

Merbau

Movingui

Padouk

Moderately stable

Chestnut

Oak

Iroko

Lauan

Larch

Ozanga

Pin sylvestre

Sapelli

Wengé

Not stable

Azobé

Alep

Eveuss

Eyoum

Beech

Hévéa

Robinia

Mukulungu

Tornillo



Non-exhaustive list of African tropical 
timber suitable for parquet flooring

African Mahogany Eyoum Mutenyé

Afrormosia Framiré Naga

Akossika Iatandza Niangon

Andoung Igaganga Niové

Awoura Iroko Okan

Bété Izombé Osanga

Bilinga Kanda Ossoko

Bomanga Kosipo Ovéngkol

Bossé clair Kotibé Ozigo

Bossé foncé Landa Ozouga

Bubinga Lati Pachy

Diania Longhi African Padouk

Difou Lotofa Safukala

Douka Makoré Sapelli

Doussié Mambodé Tiama

Ebiara Moabi Wengé

Etimoé Movingui

Eyong Mukulungu



What about decking?

Two main properties to be taken into account:
* Resistance to decay (class 1 ou 2) 
* Stability

Weather conditions

Design
Very humid

(tropics)
Humid Medium Dry

Common 4 4 4 3.2

Elaborate 4 3.2 3.2 3.1

Which use class of use for decking?



African timber species for decking

Afrormosia Doussié Monghinza

Alep Eveuss Mukulungu

Angueuk Eyoum Niové

Azobé Iatandza Okan

Bété Iroko Osanga

Bilinga Izombé Ovéngkol

Bossé clair Kanda Pachy

Bossé foncé Landa Padouk d'Afrique

Congotali Limbali Tali

Difou Makoré

Douka Moabi



Where to find information and data on 
tropical timber?

https://www.itto.int/files/itto_project_db_input/3028/Technical/F-TMT-SPD-010-12-R1-M-Atlas%20des%20bois%20tropicaux.pdf
https://www.itto.int/files/itto_project_db_input/3028/Technical/E-TMT-SDP-010-12-R1-M-Tropical%20Timber%20Atlas.pdf

https://www.itto.int/files/itto_project_db_input/3028/Technical/F-TMT-SPD-010-12-R1-M-Atlas%20des%20bois%20tropicaux.pdf
https://www.itto.int/files/itto_project_db_input/3028/Technical/E-TMT-SDP-010-12-R1-M-Tropical%20Timber%20Atlas.pdf


Where to find information and data on 
tropical timber?

https://tropix.cirad.fr/en/fiches-disponibles


Where to find information and data on 
tropical timber?



Where to find information and data on 
tropical timber?



Where to find information and data on 
tropical timber?



Where to find information and data on 
tropical timber?

https://www.tropix-web.fr/


Thank you for your attention!

Your contacts

Jean GÉRARD
Tropical Timber Team in CIRAD

jean.gerard@cirad.fr

Benoît JOBBÉ-DUVAL
Managing director of ATIBT

benoit.jobbeduval@atibt.org
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